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behalf of the army Cromwell presented them with a deed under his hand and seal, whereby the several persons therein mentioned were constituted the supreme authority. In his opening speech he related the causes which had led to the dissolution of the Long Parliament and their own convocation, adding some advice on the use they were to make of their power. Let them be just and tender to all kinds of Christians, endeavour the promoting of the Gospel, and study to win the support of the nation by their devotion to the public weal. " Convince them that as men fearing God have fought them out of their bondage, so men fearing God do now rule them in the fear of God." In the war, and in the events which had led to the overthrow of the monarchy, there was " an evident print of providence," and now the task of government had come to them " by the way of necessity, by the way of the wise providence of God." " God manifests this to be the day of the power of Christ; having through so much blood, and so much trial as hath been upon these nations, made this to be one of the great issues thereof: to have His people called to the supreme authority." Let them therefore own their call, for never any body of men had come into the supreme authority in such a way of owning God and being owned by Him.
It was not, said Cromwell, by his own design that this had come to pass.
" I never looked to see such a day as this. . . . Indeed it is marvellous, and it hath been unprojected. It 's not long since either you or we came to know of it.